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US Imports of Soviet Prison-Produced Goods

1. Attached is a list of Soviet industries whieh, in part,
use forced labor and produce goods for export. We cannot
determine the contribution forced labor makes to either the total
output or exports in each industry, nor can we provide a list of
brand names or products.

2. We know that in 1982 about 80 percent of US imports from
the USSR were accounted for by metals, chemical and chemical
products (mainly ammonia), fertilizers, furs and fur raw
materials, and alcoholic beverages. The biggest single item was
ammonia--39 percent--which was imported as part of the
Occidental -USSR Fertilizer Exchange Agreement.

3. Some of the items we import are probably produced by
foreced labor although the amount of US imports of Soviet goods
produced by prisoners is unlikely to be large. Last year Us
imports from the Soviet Union totalled $229 million (less than
0.1 of 1 percent of total U.S. imports). Forced labor comprises
about 3 percent of the total Soviet labor force and accounts for
only a small proportion of total Soviet production of the listed
items; and, presumably, a correspondin%ly small share of
exports. We judge, therefore, that only a small proportion of US
imports from the USSR consists of prison-produced goods. We have
no means of establishing whether any given shipment of goods
imported by the US contains products manufactured by prisoners.

Attachment:
As stated.

UNCLASSIFIED when
separated fram Attachment.
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